Empirical Models of Firm Entry and Growth in Export Markets

This three-lecture course is intended to introduce students to empirical models of firm-entry in

export markets using microeconometric estimation techniques. It will proceed in three parts:

1. The Decision to Export
2. Exporting and Firm Growth

3. Heterogeneity Across Firms and Space

The first topic reviews basic entry models distinguishing what types of questions can be
answered in a reduced-form context and what types of questions cannot. The second topic
builds on the first to address export entry models in a context where (i) firms are
heterogeneous, (ii) forward-looking, (iii) future growth affects current decisions, and (iv) the
researcher wishes to recover ‘structural’ model parameters. The third topic introduces issues
and approaches intended to address response heterogeneity or high-dimensional problems. A
reading list for each topic is included below. Papers noted with an asterisk will be covered in

detail. Lecture slides and practice problems will be circulated separately.
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