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Japanese Automobile Product Development in the 1990s

- Capability-Building Competition by Front-Loading -

Takahiro Fujimoto

Abstract:

This paper explores emerging trends in product development in some Japanese
auto makers. After briefly summarizing the recent history of capability-building in
automobile product development in the 1990s (e.g., the Western catch-up, fat design
problem, design simplification, platform strategy, 3-dimensional CAD and CAE,
exploration of clean engine technologies), the paper argues that prescriptions for the
"1990s crisis” in various Japanese industries should differ depending upon types of
industries in terms of potential international competitiveness and product architecture,
and that the automobile industry, with a stable integral architecture for the time being, the
basic principle of effective product development would be unchanged.

As an example, the paper analyzes recent efforts of cutting lead times further by
some Japanese firms, which is a combination of front-loading, overlapping and task
partitioning. A common theme behind these methods for lead time reduction is, after all,
"early and integrated problem solving" - a principle that has also been found in effective

automobile product development since the 1980s.
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. DU OMRIBIFEDINY — L D 2 Z MR PRENh A, LA L, BIZ 77—
FTFIVFVPIEXO2TEIDE] LA TRL, FARENOEAICED L SIS —
VIRBRLODPEHRT B LD, SEROBETCHAD,

Kles A7 FABIEEBA I =%y MERY 7 FBFEDOHIR (Tansiti and
MacCormack, 1997) 7 2%/ 5i2& B~ 4 70 7 bOP##EEH] (Cusumano and
Sclby, 1995) Diaild. M ICHMPIROF LWATEZRTHDOTH 5D, IhH I,
2 1R DOBFEARDN TP ZOHAICHET VWS T e, HTUHEKRL TEWE
Vo A HIZIZ S ULAERBREFZEOHLL ML Y RICHZED. 3EICLDDE.
FRHIC, BALORBE DD I HDE N, FHI 7 —F T 7 F v+ OBV NI ZHE L.
CEDOHEE BN THBIEHE T RETH A Do HEROEZ S Lz, HIRKNRLGERTH
Do
7w%¥ﬁ%vt%%$ﬁﬁ@%m§mwwtqu\AMN~P-Evizzﬁww

DA 2707 D —R. (Harvard Business School, 1994) B&#& Ik %, 1990
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A, A 70V T ME, /KA D OB BFOM RO EWT —FF 7 F ¥ B
. HEHEMICEEHR DSV b - 2D vl (=7 X b I ROBBBEEF—
L) BERZD. HEAVEEREEY 2 )0 L, BRI BRNIO/NF— LBCITE
OB BPHRMM A RS . BIRZHESNZ. #R. 7AT/6DRTEIE, ¥1
70V 7 NIBEDEEEAEDTH S, T T B7—F7 7 F v DR e, FI%
HRE DL 1 7OERE. WHOIRRIRFRENTH >0 x L Do

P—%T 0 F v LR — BT A, 9 0 RIS A - THRICHEA DD
$» 1 (Henderson and Clark [1990], Ulrich and Eppinger [1994]) . HEHH 77—

MHEICHD KM EMEDDDH 5, ZONETOMEOERDBIFHEN S,

4 FHROMFBEFEO BRI

T, ZCETIE. TR A 7K > TR D /NS — > DR 5, £
S, BVWEBHFA LU EREZ L CERD, FhATE. BLFRSHBCIE—BamIEEAE L
WDREAIHR? ZI5TERDAH, HABREMRLLEZL VT T REOEERBAFE
)iz /8y — 2 BH b Z 5L NnS T ik, 1/ RX—v a RO EEDRR DK LU/R

BLUTELBED TH D, Z I TREMTHEOHENIRNETT 2D, Tho 2BEXRAR
DORMBIMDEBOTH %,

H-I BUROBEBIE & . BEAREICLER—FOEWRA by 7 24AHT 7Ot
ZATHH. ThITIE THEHOE ) b5 lime Tagkals s (B [1990]) &5 il
EDH Do ARAVREEBNE L . BERRARANE . 255D U WHRLEOBTT
RETHD, EHohr—AETTIXEEER L R0, EOCHMMEROIRTE. THHR
U DHERAIE ) &V o7 THER-RESERDPERATH D, ZTHILHRMEED TheE &
LCEERDOH 2 Z 20, RENRBILPSTAIE HED 5 El’)ﬁ;:mnaéi%’%%’(‘%
%o FEHANE & R, B ICBIT 58 NIEEDDLETH 5.
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HC, EabRo 7O Y =7 M, MERRY A I NVDEREEZ LI EHHIEKD,
B OB BERIE TR RO DR LT BRAITHD, ZLBIHLTEY bR
PHR—LTUHEFS . WHDIXREDODPRBIKKADOHMEZ R LT3, LED T,
SRR E S Z DbV —F AL L THE D, Feid. AL TR - 2B -
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L. ZhZnZFBEcy Iab—2ar UTHRZHM L. R Z2ERT L, 20D -
HON—F > DT EERT o &V A 7IVICIXEAE &S RULBE DR D EE DA LT
Wabo

FEIHHO X5 REARRENOEG. ZORBERBOS{ZA7—y (WAl 855
afv TRaAHRE) & BEP THOMRERZ LI @O Y 27 DRIZE->T
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ERRERMEIEBOY A 7 VDD R L& U CiE DN RICHRE 8 2 B EDD

o ZDLA, MBSO T DY = 7 IR, BRAT -, S X
7. T UTEZ DRERRT A I NVICHfETE S, DE D, BRHEO7DY =27 MK
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RO EEARIE. 2 OHE. BADSEEAD AROR S 1 2 MfkH R EGE A & 72
B2V LMo T, FIRKREEFHEE . CARRBETHN, fishiTE 24
RRICFERBE D &2 R D Z & itz & 72w,

B, ZoZ e, WL oY Ial—vay (HpilEH) FLR52
KD, BERY A 7 VOB, #idO LS cY—F Ly 32l —2arTh
b IhoZ IR DAHEITITRD Z & H5, th@%%f%n\@ﬁ%%w;%ﬁwﬁt
WALDe ZDHBYIalb—yariZid, Wi E RV kR, a2 —-% - v
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a2b—vay, HBAWVIHEHTERST T 4 VMBI L AREER (f Y R—
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vayv) BETER. WIhiCE L, YIalb—ra v a8 ko TBREWHR
Bl 7oL Ry THH, WIS 2L 2L EE TR G > R R~ E T
BEW) —BORER DR SKREHOZ L TH D, ZDD 6 TR AR RE B
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ZOLHIC. WERRL VT FREBBBERO--RIFAD X 572 DIAAET S
L THB. Fhik, FIEMRRY A 7L, O DbIFHBEEEREDY I 2L —2 3 efiitt
Eh LFIEeRxr—U 52 8iCfliesiR, LU, EEORBBRICERT 5 A%
29 L —EIHREED Lo, Z2R2hoRROREICH > ZHIBPRIZRIG LT
B THD, AL LT, WHhEFELEZBOMAODELR>TWEEEX L5,

5 HROBEBHBHARDOEAINY —

IC. Z2C. HHETH S, ZORBE. 80FEALS 9 0FRZBEUT. 7—F
FTUFPICKREREMFRL, LTI O-XHTH-1, bbb, 2L OMMRE (8
OFROHAETIE VL8 0%) ». ZOEFNVHADHKIDOBRTHD, HETNVED
EMmIED R FUTRERLVANIIVTA V4 — 7 2 —ZADEEHEL LT 5
Y FN—=0ZNN—T TS5, TN THo. (S, BEEBZ R
DIBEPREIZEITNE. 7OT7H— BABHE, KNS v IRE 0L R
Y UINNTHD, HERRE T ALY FPTERVWERS, )

I TDEDIC TLERNR I 0 — BT —F 77 F v (245D EHER I TALZ A OW &
MJT@%EE@EEH%\%%%E%%%%tﬁ\ﬁ%mtgmiéﬁbpﬁotw
Do 77— =K [Clark and Fujimoto, 1991] i DT, 80@&E£H%H%@%

3070y NOFEAB/ICHINWCT, UTD LD REEFEEHD. BT A —7 2 X EM
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(1) 3754 Y —DBKAEN O : HAA—A—TIEML T, BBHEA—-I—-24
R BIARGHIEDNT, Y 75 4 v — IR O el - KBUR EZIEE D
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(1 Z (BT HI) DuEEICEm U 722,
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PEINO 7 DY 27 ML 5REBDICKIBICA—N—F v T7IH B H oz L
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MO SN BECOHA. BRI — Ry 1 ARFEHLTE S, DED. RS
—/N—=Z v 7, L - PHRBMEOMEEE. BEA. &0 LR - TR D
7 DI E DG E 22 LALEE 3 2687 U DSMIFEE T 2B OTIC DA, /87— U R
RSO 720

(4) EufEroy 7 b~x 2P v—: 19 8 04EROMAHABHEXICBNTY —FF

A Ly RN, BAREAND 3 FE H T U % EIR ICER U OV e BRI (HARDRSE)
iy R R N AEGE & AMOREAEEEZ /57T L TRBHIORFE Y =4 —D MR
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fEET) LIEATW S,

Pz -5TEedrReE. TEM»P OKAN2RBERR ) BLU TEBEDLPD
RERYI2L—>ary B 80EROAHHERICBT 2ROLKRBIED/ S
—YEoREVWZ LS. HEHEEXEDORFI D SHHI N DI, ¥DODDOEHEM - M
PNEZ O (BEHABRO) BIFREED, BWICREICHERE L, @kl —F -
KBMAFDO T MBI A A - ZREHRORE (NI NFI0TIRER L) MERITHRL
TV, 20H, Wb TA—= XA FPSBROMBBAREE—F) THoko Xk £
UM iz R 2 k2 72 R LiciT7 > T\ < Z &5, BARIAB o &#E. O
WTIEEBIRE I Z FOREIC OB LD TH 5, 5, A —A—DOBRESNPA —
IN—F y TRIBHR 28 UC. BIRMRIC BT 24 EEROY I a L —a viEh
(design for manufacturing) 2T 2 L. FLEEMOMIE) —¥—DH S Bl
A7 MIBEEEFOZLICA D, HBEROY IaL—Yavitha®mtbtT s I eR
ED. HEHEOHROYUBEARDOER E UTHEPT EDP D TH B,

DD, HEHERICB A EEPEEICE. TR OMOI RIS RIE ) B
LT, ZhiCpnER TRIADDOEMEBEDY I 2L —a vy Lo REEDBEZEN
Bo TS IT. HEHED, HMMENE <. U SBEOM ARG ED & < EPE
BREOEMTH D, L SMEEEADSEAN CIHE RN EM R THE L, HDHV
& TGN 7—FF 7 F v 2ROBEMRHBUTHL NI E, HHRERMRLE
WREEWZ LS,

5 LR HBHEBARORBIL. 9 O FEROZITMBNT VB LS TH B, HIZIX
05— =ARPROH U RORSPIRO Y -V BIBAES AN THH. ORI
WO EHCRPEONH THxvyvF 7y 7)) BWHADETHTHEI LD, ZOROT—

SIWEDPS HIHL PR >TWVWEDTH S (Ellison, et al., [1995]) o



19

6 PBIRBIMOEERE THRERROWHBLY (7o bo—F4 2 Y)

T, Bz LS, OARDE K DHBIHEA—H—OREBHRIX. 9 0 FHHFD
PRV ORAZIZIEN L. RIS REE DB T 2. FrlzosmtEz Rnth Lo
DHBHEIICHRZ S, 9 0FERLRICA>TD, —~HAMEDHEZHRMNT 561
LT, 2 CIIBRIAMERKD T — R &2FEZTH LD,

Zhid. 9 0OFAEIRIC o T. ZLDOAKRA—H—D, WETY A V&R DP S HE
T, kD3 00 HPS 2 0 n HFAL -BICEM L DOoH 2 BRI T, Haw. FK
A—=N—DXHF Y v F 7y 7HHEATED. ZOLIDEWEER. 2 00 HEHEDK
RICET SR PHENE D, BBRTCIEHARENBRX ST HMEEZ L TY
%o M. BHFSHIRI DRI NIXMICH L & S BRRGEIEAT LW D, REDHA X
—H— DRI, MM R PR Z B DD 2 L IT Ko T MR < B HIRA
MEERLTNBZ LD D,

DHERICIE. 3D-CAD, CAEY a2 L—ya O, O a1~ DEEHDRE
Wi LR EDH 2D, BIBD LS I, ZOERITHIEHREMOAITEICTEBIELEHHT
e FritARM IR OBEARZ TR 5, —EEICkDEEDIZS DHARMEL D JIFE%
TLTHEDL, INETTE. HABEDZ/S—F2HHTERVWDTH 5, fik. SHlD
Bt d. MMEE 1. RSB RTEMEE I DR T L o TV B LS TH %o

PLT. BEHEEEBRRE. 70— OV CORENIBESFOH - 2B L 52 %
M. Z DR A RN B BRBIRBEF O —IViE, MARICEELEDREASH?  Hwh»
SEARE. Zhld, PHREEROELTE LW DD, SRNBBBHRBOELINY —
BEDS TR, LWVWIOH, BEXHOFRTH 5. L. BIRHIREREO B -
THEZTHLD,

FBASEIARE 2 0 v H DA
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199 0FMKE. HROHEHEA —A—F, WRHEBPMOZE LW EHELICHETET
Llko FHERER> DK, WEMEIEDD ., AETY A U DHELTH S, H
H7ed 5ETCOMBTH S, Z2icid. HROFMEE. KEHORE - 3. TR
gt g, SA 0w b -S> BEMNBLEBDIOVWETEZEDL (K1DF7—% T,
MR REARGE ) OBRDODPORFBETIEMLYTS) o 77— =FHASICINE 20D
HEE. 8 O EMRICBVWTHAELDHN 3 00 H, BCKDFE B4 00 HTH > 7255,
9 OFEMLIELIBE, ZLOHAAA—A—D, Th®2 01 LRI THROLBRICET
LT\, BIZIZHEHBIHIE, 9 THELURE. £ TOHEBHBICEV BT Y1 g
POAFERIBETE 1 9 A (LEERMISRBETEMANE2 00 HED) TITRD
ERFLTNWD, it OEHESD. BN TIIBAR I OHLICH 5,

HAA—=H—DF Y1 U PE~ReOMENE. 7 0 ERELUk. ZE LT3 01 Hii
BRTHoLHEINZ LD OATH. S RIOBIFIABIAERM D DI PRI 22 R
BB E. HRDOLV VICEWTEEWETZOIEEEXF vy v F 7y 78 h%E L
TEREMAKRA—=H—ICL>THEETDH %,

BRA, T—KRERA—-H—FBICHARRA —h—ZBWELE] LOWED -HTH
SNH. Thidk. HRAEFERZESR b= VDY — Ry 22, BRAHDIHZEE
BLmDE SRy ) VMM ZRALEMERTH D LEHTH D, BTETis
iz g B E. EHREREAEDKEIRTH 5,

Meam, FAEHIRID 2B NZ X0, L0 IR TRV WD IIE DR &
BRLERLDTHNETFHMNTH D, HETHRNDOSEZRHE D > Uit > 7= LT,
faR & U CHBBDPEHLIN20MFMTH 5. T, THHEHIREHEIHEERET
WF = DEED D HBROMEZ ) LS RMBEICH,. Tho@d, BTV
FxlVRRRIMETH D, KB SEEOHARMBIETIE. BIRBIEMHKINDE 5

v TEHTEFINVF = VHBRRBE T AHAYH 5. ZOHA. Lo EBITET
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WK T ZEDRIGE Rz L CROBEBICIhEEDTZ EHHKRE0. ARITH S,

WIFNIC LT H. &Gl - Bl F oMM ST LR VR b IcB W\, BB
fbid. HB=—XO-FPRIKE 2 S0, REFEMOHZeL L, BRI X H OEHIC
HERT BRRE, 77 RDORPKEN, Mk, WIREHEIE S < L THROEMBAFED —
HETHY. TNETTHUROBRINERKT 2D OTERVD, OFRMFZE—EL TN
. RIAMICAHERLRRGEEWR 5. B2 Z, BlELSED. ZOREETOBRBINME
fip FidAE < DTH o

B 6 101 51 S8 i oD R

FNTE, HEHEA—h—F, ZOFEICESWMOMATHEZOH»? HMHHIEZ A
R HBHEHORMCIE. BIRIIREHOEAL TRIERRY A 7 VO RE - |
- FREfTI) THD. ZOIRANE. 75 —2 =k A [Clark and Fujimoto, 1991]
D19 8 0 FAUCA T - 7= H BB ERRSE O D 5 KE <L > TIRWRWN,
ZOHRICE. ROK S bL— R4 7BURDHEH T 2 BT ORI 351 2
fRgid, FEHIICHIT 2 2R, BLTBEORMS 225, UL L 75, RIEERIC
HuwbhzdyIalb—yar  £50E RO ORI L UREE (A - HE7Dt
2B AHTHIEMES) MEL, BINCRBICONKEED Y v 7T 5D H 5. BIEIE
ZHULEIRD - NEEY I 2L —2alREDNT U RAEES LD, ThHbo
B3, BBBMEMOVWDIEEA LW KOO (TaE) TA—N—5v 7
by MG THRREWES TE—FRYME, Tyorbo—F4 22 (HilL) 1) Z2L
TH%. TOMENIIBNWT, &Ry 7 AEBEBEOY A 7 )& R U, BRI,
B AR R R D & i g, RO IMNT BRI I B MR D 1 — 7( R & &
%Kﬁﬂﬁwﬁ%®&ﬁ%11m<:t%m?o%T@%%&X?L%LT%%m&bn
TUREECHBEIPKRT .5, /2. Bt ZD, 1 ¥ X7 OMEMIETIC2Y4 7
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WEBETZHDEHELT VWS, COXD S, BRI HEOEAR L TRIEB RO
BEISET | THHILDDPD, DED. BACHHIEHRY A 7V EEIIY T b
B2 EHHRERICDORDZDTH S,

F9. HEOBRY 27 (BIZIEHAKKRSE &R DR E & - TEE L TY
BRMEEZ LD ZOWA., FHROBEMEY A 7NV ERITHGICY 7 bS8 5 HRETD
Hb, T8l (task partitioning) 1. L« FROY X7 BOALRERZW S DO
TR L. T4 hy 7L, RS SRS N FROY A ZVERILICY 7 b
BFRETH D, W2, BREZEIIOTEY 2 —-)VIZaETERE. V— kYL LDEW
H R BRI 7 b, RORFEMBEZ ML TE S,

— 4 TA—Ix—F w74t i (overlapping) IX. [ - FEOD & X7 BB IX
I L zbed, MFEDITII 2 =r—valwBEl - HELTHI LD, LRSS
TOSETHC TR AV B A~ E®BZ 2T, ThiICDWTEYZ 7 —7 =K
[1993] DM MDD B WHO D YA~z r=7) o7y Tavhb bz
o) bRBEFETTH S

RKiz, B0y 27 0% THIBZEE L §5 5% UT3FRERT, H--Id Hilik

WA —REH LEEE, RTZFT 4 v 7 RBEMHKIIHR T EHM, ROEZELDD
YANT L %o B0 THREEM ) SHBTH D, MBI D, BADBRICE
T 5 EMR Y 7 VORI Z RS U, BIFE#T %0

TN U, B0 TE— FYIE ) &, BB THEORANREERZNE S, TRDL,
INE THEYEAME & 7 OFHlIHE - TV R A FIZIENN—-F v VRO Ea—F
LY =7 )7 (CAE) DLI%R. YA 7)VOHNY Ialb—vary - E-FE
PhEZ B2 Lizd b, MEMRE ZE— k7w 7 U, FHFIRA KiEIC R LT 5. K

BE. ERMIERORSET (Thomke [1996]) . KT 287 b Ah b= AT
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K3 MAMEBEHEOTH  BERERYA4 2 LODW

s8] paititioning AH37{t.  overlapping
- problem A . problem A
///?4ﬁw7»¢
1 2 stages blem B
roblem B problem
-t 2 cycles 1 e A 2 stages
2 cycles
problem A problem A

2 stages

- — S——— 2 stages L
- 2 cycles 2 E——-——] E—-—i 2 cycles

probiem B

problem B
HE#  compressing BB de-iterating T MY switching

| e il |

2 cycles 2 cycles 2 cycles
2 j 2 cycles 2 1 cycle 4 cycles

HFO O N-O-F 4>y FEE9OTOY N - O—-F4 27
knowledge front-loading activity front loading
1 2 cycles 1 ‘ 2 cycles

mxovzo b 2 1 cycle 2

3 cycies

ho@rmE ™

X BN EH ST MBERAY AV LOBGDELEELT. REMBLOMBRREITS COLBET S,

[l x¥stfs - RBRIC L BRIWERY A 2L [ ovka-Fo3al-aiied
Mgy 1 oL

< ORTEORSE. MERROEE (H#OL L) R,

#¥ : Fujimto (1997) "Shortening Lead Time trough Early Problem Solving - A New Round of Capability -Building
Competition in the Auto Industry - ¥ EHEAREFPHERT 4 XDy 83 2_~/T=, '
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KOAEED BT B L LTEY L. BRI AR rS €3 0885 20N EETH S, L
feBo T BURTHES Z ik, K HORIC k2 202 < D8RR T 52 L
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