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Abstract
This paper investigates the career patterns of employees of Mitsubishi & Co. in the prewar period,
using the database of Mitsubishi’s employees. We focus on the careers of the 146 persons who newly
joined the company in 1921. It is found that the company was open to the external labor market.
That is, while three persons joined the company as managers, 63 of the 146 persons (58%) exited the
company by 1924. On the other hand, eight persons were promoted to managers from ordinary
employees, which suggests that the internal labor market was emerging although it was still small.
Most of those promoted persons started their careers at overseas branches, and each of them was
specialized in a certain category of commodities. This feature of career patterns may reflect the

characteristic of Mitsubishi’s organizational structure.

* oshima@takachiho.ac.jp.
** okazaki@e.u-tokyo.ac.jp.
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1923.9 7 4 0 0 3 0 7 50.0 57.1 0.0 0.0 429 0.0
1924.9 6 2 1 0 3 0 8 57.1 33.3 16.7 0.0 50.0 0.0
1925.9 5 1 1 0 2 1 9 64.3 20.0 20.0 0.0 40.0 20.0
1926.9 4 1 1 0 2 0 10 71.4 25.0 25.0 0.0 50.0 0.0
1927.9 4 1 1 0 2 0 10 71.4 25.0 25.0 0.0 50.0 0.0
1928.9 4 1 1 0 2 0 10 714 25.0 25.0 0.0 50.0 0.0
1929.9 4 1 1 0 2 0 10 714 250 250 0.0 50.0 0.0
1930.9 4 2 1 0 1 0 10 71.4 50.0 25.0 0.0 25.0 0.0
1931.9 4 3 0 0 1 0 10 71.4 75.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 0.0
1932.9 4 3 0 0 1 0 10 714 75.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 0.0
1933.9 4 2 1 0 1 0 10 714 50.0 250 0.0 250 0.0
1934.9 4 2 1 0 1 0 10 71.4 50.0 25.0 0.0 25.0 0.0
1935.9 4 2 1 0 1 0 10 71.4 50.0 25.0 0.0 25.0 0.0




C AR fEEE

A B3R (%) (FEFEE ORI (%)

&t HEEih S E Z D1 B4t AJE A HEE SAE Z Dtk
1921.9 46 19 21 0 6 0 0 0.0 41.3 45.7 0.0 13.0 0.0
1922.9 29 10 15 0 4 0 17 37.0 345 51.7 0.0 13.8 0.0
1923.9 24 8 12 0 4 0 22 47.8 33.3 50.0 0.0 16.7 0.0
1924.9 14 8 3 0 3 0 32 69.6 571 214 0.0 214 0.0
1925.9 13 8 3 0 2 0 33 717 61.5 23.1 0.0 15.4 0.0
1926.9 11 7 2 0 2 0 35 76.1 63.6 18.2 0.0 18.2 0.0
1927.9 10 6 2 0 2 0 36 78.3 60.0 20.0 0.0 20.0 0.0
1928.9 10 5 2 0 3 0 36 78.3 50.0 20.0 0.0 30.0 0.0
1929.9 10 5 2 0 3 0 36 78.3 50.0 20.0 0.0 30.0 0.0
1930.9 8 3 2 0 3 0 38 82.6 37.5 25.0 0.0 37.5 0.0
1931.9 8 4 1 0 3 0 38 82.6 50.0 125 0.0 375 0.0
1932.9 8 3 1 0 3 1 38 82.6 375 125 0.0 375 125
1933.9 7 3 1 0 3 0 39 84.8 429 14.3 0.0 42.9 0.0
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1935.9 7 3 1 0 3 0 39 84.8 42.9 14.3 0.0 42.9 0.0
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