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History of the living standard in post-war Japan:
Labor productivity, consumption, and leisure

Daiji Kawaguchi
Kiho Muroga

Abstract

Did workers in post-war Japan enjoy the fruits of labor productivity growth in
its secular economic growth? How did workers allocate the increased wealth due to
wage growth to consumption and leisure? This paper answers these questions using
long-term time-series data from government statistics after the World War 1I. The
analysis demonstrates that wage has grown almost proportional to secular labor
productivity growth. The increased wealth was allocated to both consumption and
leisure growth, but consumption reached a plateau around 1990. Leisure time has grown
secularly through the increase of leisure time among the elderly and the increased
fraction of the elderly within the population.
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FAtEERH - 52, i - B, 7. BuY
U] < BROE - B ARV RT T 4 TR - AERBINEE, 2B - AFEEn, TLre .
TUA M - MRS KR - < oA X BE) (BE) - @FEER<S)
ABEA LRI - MEIR, HomlY O fE, B 22 - DK

2001 4
STBNERE  E - @, ALE T FE - R (FEUY
FAtEPEREH] « 5CE, ik - i, AR BvY
RUREER - OBREE - BRE, AR—Y [ KT T 4 TIEH) - HERBIEE), R - FEAV, TLre -
T VA - B - MEE, KR - <A E BE) (EE) - @FEER<)
APRR LB - BEIR, Zroomly OfHE, BE %2 - DR

2006 £E
SRR M) - e, fhE P PE - R (FELUY
FEtEERE - FE, N - HiE. B B0y, RIREERE  BREE - 18K AR—Y AT T4
TIEE) - *ASSNNES), B XAV, FLE - TUF - Bl - MRS, (kR - < H AKX, BE) (E
g - BmEER)
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AP  BEIR, SR OfF, BF 2P - DK

\

2011 4E

SPEIRETA] - ) - @, fIEE, FEE. P - BOEE - FIRR (LAY

FEtEER - FF, ik - HE. B, BEvy

ARMREER ¢ R - B RAR—Y . R T T o TIERE) - AESSINEE), RS - fFE AV, TLE -

T U - HiiE - MG, K - <0 AE, BE) (@) - @ ERRL)

APV - BEIR, ol ofFE, B, T2 - 2R

BAEEDT —Z I LT, T—F L0 -l b= CEHEHE L —HbH 70 BN b5 7=
B, —HHT D ORI 365 & T THERS -0 ORI ZRH B LT\ 5

Nﬁfﬁﬁé%ﬁ%%EJ(wuﬁ)&FE%%EJ(ww%)@%%\ﬁ IOWTIL, (BN
w0 TR . UhseEEttar) X T . ERAEE) X TmE) . TIEBEHE) X TL
0% BHE) ULk, TERAEFRMREE] onE,. [EEHEE) O2HEOIETRLTWS, )
Zt i S H T,

NHK [ERATERRIFA ) & TEZVHA) ORI, 1941 o TERATERRHA] & 1940 £ TH
BT | A b XH. 1960 4E-2010 4E00 [[EERATERRIFHE | (oW Tid. ZNEnE—FEED ([FH
BORE ) xbhSE, £o, SEEOEMEEROREZ  ( TEERAGFRMFALE) OFmER : [H
BRAE ) OFEER) & LTRT,

1941 £
(16-20 7% : 15-197%) . (21-30 7% : 20-24 1%, 25-29 %) . (31-457% : 30-34 &%, 35-39 ik, 40-44
%) . (4660 7% : 45-49 . 50-54 mE. 55-59 m%) . (61 mELA L : 60-64 mk. 65-69 Bk, 70-74 &%,
75-79 B%. 80-84 m%. 85 mell )

1960 4--2000 4
(16-19 7% : 15-195%) . (20-29 % : 20-24 k%, 25-29 %) . (30-39 % : 30-34 ik, 35-397%) .
(40-49 % : 4044 7%, 45-49 %) . (50-59 % : 50-54 i%. 55-59 1%) . (60-69 I : 6064 ;% 65-69
W) . (T0RELAE - 70-74 5%, 75-79 i%. 80-84 1%, 85 kLA k)

2005 4E « 2010 4&
(16-19 4% : 15-194%) . (20-29 %% : 20-24 7%, 25-29 7%) . (30-39 &% : 30-34 #%. 35-39 i%) .
(40-49 7% : 40-44 7%, 45-49 %%) . (50-59 7% : 50-54 j%. 55-59 %) . (60-69 7% : 60-64 i%. 65-69
%) . (TORELL L - 70-74 5%, 75-79 7%. 80-84 7%. 85-89 i%. 90-94 j%. 95-99 i%. 100-104 7%.
105-109 . 110 LA 1)

M E ERAREARA) & TESWA) OFER, MHERAEEATE] OMEFOELOF
E TESHA] LxhhS i, B, ETOHFEEI %WT\fﬁ%$%%K%EJ@4$§%®F@
B OFEE Mo, £, FlmERONISE ( TERATEEARA ) OFRIET . TERFHE )
DEEERER) & L TR,

T ATERASHZES | 1976 45 - 1981 4F - 1986 48 ( TEZATHZ | 1975 4 - 1980 4F - 1985 £E)

(15-19 5% : 15-1975%) . (20-24 5% : 20-24 %) . (25-29 5% : 256-29 %) . (30-39 sk : 30~34
B, 35~39 %) . (4049 5% : 40~44 %, 45~49 %) . (50-59 % : 50~54 %, 55 ~59i%k) . (60-64
W% : 60-64 5%) . (6569 &% : 6569 ;%) . (TORLALE @ T0~T74 5%, 75~T79 i%. 80~84 5%, 85 ik
LI E)

MHSATEEATE ] 1991 45 - 1996 £4F - 2001 4 ( [EZGEZE ] 1990 4E - 1995 £E « 2000 £F)
(15-19 5% : 15-1975%) . (20-24 5% : 2024 %) . (25-29 7% : 26-29 %) . (30-39 ik : 30~34
. 35~39 %) . (40-49 3% : 40~44 5%, 45~49 ;%) . (50-59 % : 50~54 K, 55 ~59 ;%) . (60-64

B 60-64 %) . (65-69 5% : 65-69 %) . (T0~T74 B%:70-742%) . (7T5~79 1% - 75-79 2%) . (80
~84 5% : 80-8471%) . (S85EELLE : 85 EELLLE)
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[FEAAETEEATA | 2006 4F - 2011 & ( [EBFHZ | 2005 4 - 2010 4)

(15-19 7% : 15-19 %) . (20-24 5% : 2024 %) . (25-29 7% : 25-29 &%) . (30-39 &% : 30~
34 7%, 35~39 %) . (4049 5% : 40~44 5%, 45~49 %) . (50-59 &% : 50~54 m%. 55 ~59 k) .
(60-64 7% : 60-64 %) . (65-69 ;% : 6669 i%) . (T0~T4 % 70-74 %) . (75~T9 5k : 75-79 %) .
(80~84 5% : 80-84 %) . (85 ikl k1 85-89 7. 90-94 k. 95-99 %, 100-104 %, 105-109 k.,
110 s LA E)

NHK [ERATEREFAAE ] (1941 4) & TEZFHAE) (1940 4F) ORRESFEIZHOWTIE, TR
w0k TR . UhseEEttar ) X Mgl . MERAEHF) X TRm¥E) . TIHEPEHF) X TL
¥.N - HHRE) CLb, TERAFESBHAE) oo, [EREHEE] ONEOIETRL TN\, )
bt S e,
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