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The Male Workers in the Factory circa 1910
: A Case Study of a Soy Sauce Brewery in Japan

Abstract

It is the common knowledge that the modern textile factories, cotton spinning and silk
reeling, which led the Japan’s industrialization, based their labor foundation on the juvenile
female workers. These female workers, however, might have made only a slight impact on the
indigenous development based on the household economy as they had withdrawn from factories
in their late twenties at the latest and tended to be embedded afterwards in the households of
peasants’ or urban non-agricultural occupations’. To consider the impact of the industrialization
on the indigenous society in Japan, we should pay the special attention to the life courses of the
male labor force. The aim of this paper is to give an example of the factory life of the male
workers in the middle scale factory, by analyzing the primary source of the firm.

The analysis of the archives revealed that the life course as a lifetime factory worker, though
the mobility rate between factories was rather high, emerged even in the middle scale factory circa
1910. However, the wage for the worker over the age of twenty was irrelevant to the age, varied
just with attendance and the wage level was relatively low in the local labor market. These fact
findings indicate that the emergence of the fulltime and lifetime factory workers can not be fully
accounted for by the explanation of existing literatures that emphasize the role of the skilled and
high wage workers.
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11 BI—BAYOREH(1910F EEE) @)
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1H 2B 3B 4B 58 6A 7HA 8H 9H 108 118 12A8
D 143 147 153 147 151 152 148 155 160 155 155 1.28
HED 136 141 150 145 152 155 159 167 171 167 173 144

HAT) HE43EBA AR —BERISIUVHBREIEE AGIR],
DO, BOBREH+HERFRAREHZ. [BAAE-—ERITHOEHH B M TIRLIE
HEQIE. BOBEHZE. FHRFHBEDOHER B R TRLIIE.
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FNESE B FEHGE BH BHEE
1908—09
FEHRTEE -5 149 118 31 20.8
HEFEE -5 47 15 32 68.1
TEHGER 18
1909—10
FHAET 139 118 21 15.1
HE&T 40 13 27 67.5
PEFHFEEELTHEE 16

@
FRFEEDOFEHAIBRHIKRR(1908-1909FNT—2DEE)

o (5%) FUHEFE BEME REH B &

70- 2 2 0 0.0
60- 8 8 0 0.0
55-59 10 9 1 10.0
50-54 21 19 2 95
45-49 13 11 2 15.4
40-44 29 26 3 10.3
35-39 25 21 4 16.0
30-34 27 19 8 29.6
25-29 50 42 8 16.0
20-24 42 29 13 31.0
15-19 44 37 7 15.9
10-14 14 11 3 21.4
I<BH 2 1 1 50.0
&t 287 235 52 18.1
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1908 F7E558 1909 ¥ HHE
ABEE () (AN) (%)  (AN)) (%)
60-69 2 25 1 43
55-59 2 25 0.0
50-54 2 25 1 43
45-49 2 25 1 43
40-44 6 74 3 130
35-39 10 123 1 43
30-34 5 62 2 87
25-29 8 99 2 87
20-24 15 185 3 130
15—19 21 259 6 26.1
10—14 8 99 3 130
it 81 100.0 23 100.0
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