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Role of local communities in economic development:
A survey focusing on the export industries in nineteenth century Japan

Abstract

In this paper we survey the literature on the role of communities in the development of
a market economy in Japan. The role of communities has long been explored
implicitly as well as explicitly in the literature on the Japanese economic history. In
this survey we focus on the export industries in the early stage of the modern economic
development. In the late 19th century, when the traditional legal and private
institutions which had governed transactions, collapsed, and at the same time the
modern institutions were still underdeveloped, it was highly possible that problems
due to information asymmetry between sellers and buyers were serious. In fact, we
can find many evidences of moral hazard and adverse selection in the documents of
this period. On the other hand, since just after the opening up of the international
trade in 1858, large amount of products including silk and tea, were exported to foreign
countries. This implies some mechanisms worked to resolve the problems stemming
from information asymmetry. In the case of silk industry, private associations based on
local communities, prevented from moral hazard and adverse selection by establishing
brands, which, in turn, were protected by the local government. This case suggests
that a market economy was complementary with local communities, and that the
function of local communities, in turn, was complemented by the role of local

governments.



LIXL®HIT

BITE, FIRATREZREIREL D A =X LDOF T, TR b o & bEANRLOTHDHZ &
V) ETHAV. FrfIRRFEGRATHIEL T D X 91, KHEET 2T, &%
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BLLCWe=Z &%&/pR L. Aokil2001a, 2001b]i%, fRFHIAHED 77— b AL HASHRD 7
—ALEV I EEDHEEBBUT, HEEROEIBITHIEZET /ML TS, HARICK
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AAROEEE & BT, U — ROBEAFHEOMRIEL FIREICT 2 B ER BARERE L
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@$#Eﬁmbﬁé%®%ﬁ#ﬁbMTwéh ETHo72DF Th D33, #1860 AIIX
FOHARD, st & UTREBNARRNZ 50D X217, £ 1 ITRLIEL DI,
AR IXBRAVERTIZ 31T 2 NAMESHIRE SR ICIR W TIRWH Th o 7. Z ORI R EIRIL,
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NIEHNLZ HOT7-2 & ThD., RIZIRETHY, BRIV TEOLDOLY G, KLVt s
FHRT L L TREND) LML TS (AL, p.283) . Uy A XD TITHH LTz,
K2D10ETLOTFT—Z 2L, 1880 £ F T, Ak EMAD 2 i H THARDEHAED
50-60% % G 7. [FIRFIZ, AR ERATHI A8 U CHARDO EEigH & & L TOHN &R >
O LT, A0 ED 5 =T 8 1890 FFLIRIE T L2 L biER S b.

AR ER TV BOBBENDETIITONT. bbb, ARITIFEALELTIHRIK
W SEH S, SAOmEIIES AN S LE (R3) . —F, Zhb 2mADE
PEHIT ELEAI S BUE N s v o 72 (38 4, 5) . ARIIREER IR &L EHIEN B A2 D=2, 2
RoOEFCHEEAEEED 37.2% (1881 4F) 72U L 33.7% (1890 4) TH Y, H#dL, B
B, PSR D% ORFRCAREENMTON T, FKOAEFEILS HIZHUIEAIZ Y
BLTEY, bz Gkl & =EIROMRILEHE, 21.6% (1881 42) , 30.0% (1890
) AT ERpodo. JROEFORFIRD SR/ LI I2 4R« AR S, WANC
SN To72blF Th 5.

S BT, AR E R DB PERIZ I T D AEPERE & 0 CTh o 7. B TR T 5723, 1895
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SRHbNTW=Z Enbnsd (F6) . AREEEN LS L LENSTZEHRTIE, A&
PEF¥OE 2 HFLLEICE L. TOFEAERHBICBITDIFENEETHY, 1 F4720
DEFEEIRE T 2.7 NICTE otz bo kb, BRBICHAD & APERE T R TIERL,
Bl 2R, AEEP R RKOFHENNLLEBL O R X 2B ENEE > Tz, Lal,
EHRRCH, 1 Y720 EHRETE0T 10 NIZiE Lieo Tz, AFERS 207, & 3 (DR
B, BEERTIE, AREEFENTD LARTFREIY 2L, PHAERBIII DIT/hS M
oz, BERR, @EECOWTIBRIHEBIFIATE 20, 1 FY72 0 AR THERT 5
L, ENENEBRO 36%, 19% T, BRI VKB TH -T2, 2O/
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FTAUSTERELRIZ B HFORMAE I N TWIZDOTH 5.
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SNDHDLT TRV, =& 20, MOKALITME LTl oBOR S S THEKFE AR )
L TR AR D AR RIS AT AU, AAEESREHITERRE L TR FLD
W OIEROIEAPMECER T 5. ZOMEZMRT HEE 2 H S -0 MFBUF (B) <
ol BEBENAEROMELBIZMOBELERD, EARREOREI 2R A7 L
OWTIEEEICZ K DffN e ST D GBI 1996 ; A 1972, pp.112-115 ; AiffE#E
22OV, HE 1980 ; W61l 1997, % 1 =5 2 i, ) . T 0L ) ICHRZEICREMmIT
WCBE LIZBEB ROBOR D720 ThH, A1[2003a, bISFFIZER 2 OXBERIRIZ X 504
EEORHETH 5. 1889 F-OHIHIC K 2 EFEM 22 IR/ A U TREIBIRICB W TR
BANC X - TREMENMEESN TV, 202 L DOERIT, FERIR & R FIo/E ki
SRENFEL TWRN D, ROMFEIEREN R 153 Th o723 2 \TPIRE ORI ENL 718
B oOFH] (BEAR[1939], p.208) &b~ juFX L v fICHEM I L 9.

Z D X D AR PEMEE & B OMAA R, BEE RIS DIE R L1
KR EORELA FRRIC LT, 2095, WKELZR & DA ERR D Mg 7ok & & 56
FRAL L TW2 2 &, L7ed o TEHERY 22 L AR 2 JERE IR N O BS HIE 24T > T\ iz 2
CFEBICEE Ao, — T, BRIC K 2WBIFIROIRIE, LEIRDHIC Ko TRKIZ T
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K1 HEBROENMELFAED A2 /T

R, ERmE RELE

BiERl  REE
I 0.68 0.87 1.28
0 0.73 0.93 1.27
* 0.84 0.78 0.93
K 0.43 0.57 1.34
AR 8% 5.68 2.15 0.38
&1 5.00 1.33 0.27
fatm 2.06 1.01 0.49
P 2.75 1.51 0.55
ki 2.60 1.32 0.51
#H#E 1.10 0.58 0.53
fanE 3.71 1.39 0.38

BE¥l-Huber[1971]Table1. 3&Y4ERK.



F2mHEEE LM ME
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mE ®EFFLV% HEH £EFMH) % &SRB £HEFM) % &E £ (TFH)% SE £HEFH %
1 &% 2595 65.6 k& 4431 305 £ 4 8,607 303 £% 13,859 245 £ 4% 44657 21.8
2 xK 309 78 %% 4279 294 #F% 7,320 258 % 6,068 10.7 #8% 20,589 10.1
3 ;H 217 55 ZTIP#K 2,567 17.6 Ak 1,086 3.8 £ 5378 95 Ak 20,032 98
4 [F 209 53 B 504 3.5 T=OFHK 991 35 F\ik 4796 8.5 #EfM 18,604 9.1
5 EF 117 30 Ak 298 21 B# 697 2.5 #B/\UHF 2517 4.4 $R 12,922 6.3
&t 3,954 100.0 &t 14,543 100.0 &t 28,395 100.0 &t 56,604 100.0 5t 204,430 100.0

BEH - [HEETRIE2E, p.370, HFRFFHMATBERE ZIBE19355F.



K3 TEWMHAOEE B

£% (FH) R (%)
18804F 18904 18804 18904F
£4 Bk 8,607 13,687  100.0 98.8
wWE 0 173 0.0 1.2
T 0 0 0.0 0.0
& 0 0 0.0 0.0
BREE 0 0 0.0 0.0
ZDith 0 0 0.0 0.0
&t 8,607 13,859  100.0  100.0
STy ik 4630 3478 63.2 57.3
wWE 2,638 2,558 36.0 42.2
pNT 0 0 0.0 0.0
RI5 53 31 0.7 05
BREE 0 0 0.0 0.0
ZFDith 0 0 0.0 0.0
&t 7320 6,068 1000  100.0

EMTXKERNEEZER].
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ZDith 0.0 4.6 81.2 0.0 0.0
&t 1000 1000 1000 1000  100.0
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1881 1890
dE=E () Bkt (%) s (b B (%)
135 3450 200 K% 689.1 21.2
2 R¥% 297.2 172 5% 408.3 12.5
3B 185.0 107 288 297.8 9.1
4 15E 1125 6.5 i#E 205.0 6.3
5 #z) 107.4 6.2 =)l 204.7 6.3
6 LBy 91.3 5.3 LEY 180.7 5.6
7 LLAE 87.1 50 BE 157.3 48
8 I B 78.0 45 KB 1415 43
9 %8B 69.7 40 LTz 125.9 3.9
10 A 60.4 35 =L 83.6 26
11 = 489 28 BEE 74.9 23
12 EE 39.2 23 &F 64.2 2.0
13 &R 35.9 21 8 61.6 1.9
14 #iey 28.5 1.6 &R 50.6 1.6
15 BF 20.6 1.2 El 50.2 15
16 123 17.3 10 123 459 14
17 #HA 145 0.8 =40 44.6 14
18 %M@ 135 08 S 39.0 1.2
19 #HEK 12.7 0.7 &Ik 323 1.0
20 Z40 11.6 0.7 iR 31.7 1.0
FDith 52.7 3.1 FDih 266.4 8.2
&t 1,729.1 100.0 3,255.3 100.0
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2 =8 1,938 92 =& 2,386 9.2
3 AR 1,753 8.3 &R 1,756 6.7
4 IR 1,203 5.7 IKE 1,245 48
5 %8 1,142 5.4 12 1,163 45
6 ERE 1,123 5.3 #HH 1,120 4.3
1HE 1,010 48 =R 1,097 42
8 KB 869 41 &[E 842 3.2
9 ik 811 39 Lb 696 2.7
10 FER 797 38 LS 691 2.7
1 5450 747 36 ERE 661 25
12 &EE 730 3.5 B 646 25
13 WA 602 29 FER 601 2.3
14 F0FRL 560 2.7 L 597 2.3
15 f&fd 469 22 15E 564 2.2
16 A 459 2.2 540 551 2.1
17 [ 447 2.1 I 526 2.0
18 E1F 429 2.0 #FrLL 470 1.8
19 240 419 2.0 #1:8 448 1.7
NN= 395 1.9 =40 429 16
ZFDith 2,494 11.9 ZDith 4,148 15.9
21,004 100.0 26,045 100.0
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P# BIH H%E 1FEBIN 1FIEES
it &R BE
[ P A g A

EHFE 3 23,726 843 22883 63,612 394,627 2.7 16.6
miEA 191 20 171 740 3,104 3.9 16.3

IEA 720 31 689 2,103 9,012 2.9 12,5

INE 7,587 39 7548 10,016 35,633 1.3 4.7

WE 1,649 278 1,371 15,420 153,999 9.4 93.4

LFEHR 1,513 83 1,430 5272 26,458 35 175

TEA 4,482 82 4,400 7438 24,428 1.7 55

PR 1,895 25 1,870 1,984 7,515 1.0 4.0

RAE 472 87 385 3,418 35290 7.2 74.8

HRE 225 28 197 766 4,540 3.4 20.2

Tt&ZE 600 33 567 2312 13595 39 22.7

Bk 1,759 8 1,751 2,775 6,878 1.6 3.9

HEF} 2,314 12 2,302 4632 15,826 2.0 6.8

=" 95 88 7 4685 42,695 49.3 4494

= 75 24 51 1,283 12,396 17.1 165.3

LKA 140 1 139 569 1,953 4.1 14.0

TKA 9 4 5 199 1,305 22.1 145.0

HER 34,142 59 34,083 203,663 6.0
RER 40,344 98 40,246 125,572 3.1
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8 RFEFE DIEE (18904)
HERH 4£EE 1PYUEES

=

P 8 B
MR EXE 220 3,325 15.1
AE AR 56 837 14.9
EER 155 7,460 481
B &R 147 8,760 59.6
ELBER 533 38,165 71.6
ELTE 2,483 72,300 29.1
FE[R EB 4,854 111,672 23.0
FIER 3,550 111,646 31.4
TIEER 4,762 145,102 305
EAXRER 10,022 188,262 18.8
82 ER 225 13,000 57.8
EIRER 7,578 226,000 29.8
{27 &R 3,531 78,232 222
LR ER 6,620 138,593 20.9
B EB 3,725 65,660 17.6
EmER 4,250 102,044 24.0
4 &R 2,932 57,522 19.6
AR ER 636 12,386 19.5
ELEE 130 9,000 69.2
EANER 350 40,800 116.6
ERE 34 200 5.9
5|{&Z &R 294 8,060 27.4
BEEER 128 500 3.9
F2ME™ 113 2,889 25.6
&t 57,328 1,442,415 25.2
WA AT 170 3,012 17.7
pab=y 270 7,805 28.9
S 305 25,538 83.7
Z3NER 440 10,198 23.2
HCIFEB 550 20,197 36.7
FAE 1,150 45,409 395
AHER 1,621 100,282 61.9
B=A0 2,575 121,720 47.3
EZEER 3,575 76,627 21.4
FAEEE 130 2,550 19.6
L EEER 120 4,116 34.3
fin 3+ 2B 452 13,597 30.1
AT 2 EB 178 11,328 63.6
KHEER 617 13,795 22.4
HOEER 30 6,856 2285
5358 20 1,618 80.9
REEFER 20 1,623 81.2
th &R . 1,924 o
&t 12,223 468,195 38.1
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T RBEFDOIFSVEEEDFHEICEFENTEAD AR
DEESIFEFTL.
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1885 2,423 1,474 20,543 18,500
1895 8,624 3,487 32,621 23,296
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