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A fallacy of a decreasing rate of parents-children coresidence: Increase of childless

elders and their long-term care in Japan

Abstract

This paper analyzes household structure of elders in Japan. Traditionally, this
topic has been discussed from a perspective of coresidence of parents and children.
However, we show that the number of childless elders, who do not have an option to
coreside with their children, has rapid been increasing. We also show that the increase
of childless elders may provide a problem in sustainability of the Japanese Long=term
Care Insurance program. Our empirical analysis is based on microdata of the
Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions and finds the following results: The ratio of
childless elder households over all elder households increased from 7.9% in 2001 to
15.7% in 2010. The number of childless elder households are estimated as 3 million in
2010, among which the number of single elder households is estimated as 1.45 million.
Besides, the rate of parents-children coresidence for elders who have own children was
not much changed. Furthermore, it is also shown that childless elder are more likely to
enter long-term care institutions even with low requirement for care. Also, demographic
statistics suggest that the number of childless elders will increase for the time being.
Thus, it is required to reconsider a balance between home-based and institutional care

services and improve efficiency of the institutional care sector.
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£1 mE MO L ORERIEE (%)

REEY Bl ZDfth

& &t B¥h RiF &t FXiF F R

1980 281 8.5 19.6 69 52.5 16.5 3
1986 321 10.1 22 64.3 46.7 17.6 3.5
1989 36.7 11.2 255 59.9 42.2 17.7 3.3
1992 39.3 11.7 27.6 57.1 38.7 18.4 3.7
1995 42 12.6 294 544 35.5 18.9 3.7
1998 45.5 13.2 32.3 50.3 31.2 19.1 4.1
2001 47.6 13.8 33.8 48.4 27.4 21 4
2004 50.7 14.7 36 45.5 23.6 21.9 3.8
2007 52.4 15.7 36.7 43.6 19.6 24 4
2010 541 16.9 37.2 423 17.5 248 3.7
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2 mlE M ICB T DFE « BE - Fr AL B L 20K

AR i Y
2001 2004 2007 2010
THAHY  [AE (A+D) 6,324,251 6,647,623 7,028,726 7,394,696
(%) 44.18 41.79 40.42 39.13
& (B+E) 5,657,770 6,288,287 6,050,044 6,867,826
(%) 39.52 39.53 34.79 36.35
Fr AL RL A 1,128,708 2,129,690 3,048,826 2,974,847
(%) 7.88 13.39 17.53 15.74
D 66,094 109,768 122,883 113,765
(%) 0.46 0.69 0.71 0.6
B & A A B 1,138,575 732,469 1,140,088 1,544,377
(%) 7.95 4.6 6.56 8.17
e i R e
2001 2004 2007 2010
TAHY  [AE @A 5,563,581 5,847,194 6,190,993 6,506,137
(%) 53.76 51.48 50.73 50.19
BlE (B) 3,587,091 3,892,048 3,661,381 3,978,434
(%) 34.66 34.26 30 30.69
Fr AR A (C) 418971 1,117,612 1,552,353 1,532,149
(%) 4.05 9.84 12.72 11.82
Z O i 53,317 93,814 101,035 90,862
(%) 0.52 0.83 0.83 0.7
B JE A B 725,776 408,257 697,747 856,055
(%) 7.01 3.59 5.72 6.6
By i e T
2001 2004 2007 2010
T+HEF Y  FE D) 760,670 800,429 837,734 888,559
%) 19.18 17.6 16.15 14.98
BlE (E) 2,070,679 2,396,238 2,388,663 2,889,392
(%) 52.2 52.68 46.05 48.71
F ¥ A L% F+Q) 709,737 1,012,078 1,496,473 1,442,698
(%) 17.89 22.25 28.85 24.32
F O i 12,777 15,954 21,848 22,902
(%) 0.32 0.35 0.42 0.39
B & T A A 412,799 324,211 442,340 688,322
(%) 10.41 7.13 8.53 11.6
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K3 AEFOEEH

Al fE S EnE R im

2001 2004 2007 2010
wE 2,089,314 2,097,979 1738528 2,123,071
(%) 58.25 56.65 51.54 55.41
=R 1,497,777 1,605,349 1,634,327 1,708,646
(%) 41.75 43.35 48.46 4459
AEESESHEHRT

2001 2004 2007 2010
plig 1,254,612 1,354,654 1,275415 1,650,534
(%) 60.59 59.91 58.28 60.19
=E 816,067 906,564 913,100 1,091,878
(%) 39.41 40.09 41.72 39.81
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* 4 M OA

Il B 10 5 T MEFr/ILKLRABH

2001 2004 2007 2010 2001 2004 2007 2010
ES 19,131 20,633 33613 19,836 64,232 90,127 204064 192,963
(%) 0.96 0.90 1.50 0.73 32.83 32.31 45.35 40.47
e 1,791,631 2,047,662 1894029 2343999 | 75853 112,129 145021 170,626
(%) 89.65 89.01 84.24 86.53 38.77 40.20 32.23 35.78
]| 181,816 232,110 320582 344861 54,815 76,221 96,903 110,885
(%) 9.10 10.09 14.26 1273 28.02 27.33 21.54 23.26
FEEX AFR 5,806 51 76 112 740 439 3,977 2,343
(%) 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.38 0.16 0.88 0.49

HMEFYAILELAHE HMEFrAILEL AR

2001 2004 2007 2010 2001 2004 2007 2010
KIB(G) 236,703 311,841 625272 503,123 | 172471 221714 421207 310,159
(%) 33.95 31.52 4329 36.10 34.39 31.21 42.36 33.83
FEAI(F) 335641 510563 600090 654,200 | 259,788 398434 455069 483574
(%) 48.14 51.61 4155 46.94 51.80 56.09 45.76 52.75
B RI(F) 123796 165334 209598 230,176 | 68,982 89,112 112695 119,290
(%) 17.76 16.71 1451 16.52 13.75 1255 11.33 13.01
HEERAFR 1,047 1517 9,399 6,122 307 1,078 5422 3,779
(%) 0.15 0.15 0.65 0.44 0.06 0.15 0.55 0.41
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Kb M mEENHN LTS

BB FREET
2001 2004 2007 2010
HiLTWL% 502,525 485755 451056 488,101
(%) 66.06 60.69 53.84 54.93
BIZLTULVELY 258,145 314,673 386,677 400,458
(%) 33.94 39.31 46.16 4507
HE R EHET
2001 2004 2007 2010
HiILTW% 1,840,858 2,002,519 1,864,244 2,168,256
(%) 88.90 83.57 78.05 75.04
BILTULVELY 229,821 393,719 524419 721,136
(%) 11.10 16.43 21.95 24.96
HMEFrAILRLAHE
2001 2004 2007 2010
HiILTW% 647,435 882462 1341561 1,244,967
(%) 91.22 87.19 89.65 86.29
HIiZLTLVELY 62,303 129,616 154912 197,731
(%) 8.78 12.81 10.35 13.71
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£ 6 AN L TORWIE & i DI H 7

iR

E3
g [

2001 2004 2007 2010
FEESTE 1 44,979 70,937 74,122 86,818
(%) 18.94 24.01 22.15 23.51
JFEENIE2 88,712 112,241 129,093 144,696
(%) 37.35 37.99 3858  39.18
JEHSIE S 52,797 56,892 58,742 72,184
(%) 22.23 19.26 17.55 19.55
JEHSIE 4 51,028 55,388 72,668 65,613
(%) 21.48 18.75  21.72 17.77
B 1 JE A

2001 2004 2007 2010
FEHE1 103,478 191,703 242,314 327,831
(%) 48.47 51.20 50.78 50.32
JEANIE 2 76,747 127,326 163,455 229,010
(%) 35.95 34.01 34.25 35.15
B3 22,190 37,294 54,459 64,221
(%) 10.39 9.96 11.41 9.86
FEANFE 4 11,079 18,064 16,974 30,369
(%) 5.19 4.83 3.56 4.66
ME T AL KL AfiEHE

2001 2004 2007 2010
JEBENIE 1 82,390 68,063 87,509 114,947
(%) 55.38 57.86 61.69 63.32
JEENE2 20,129 36,433 40,291 49,545
(%) 34.42 30.97 28.40 27.29
JEENIE 3 4,637 9,769 9,770 13,640
(%) 7.93 8.30 6.89 7.51
JEEIE 4 1,328 3,379 4,294 3,394
(%) 2.27 2.87 3.03 1.87
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£ T B L TWRWSERmEHA AT OIEASLE, 3272 5 i O
BEREHT. E-5NEELRE

2001 2004 2007 2010
JEBEILE 56,143 90,824 125690 163,025
(%) 4362 4866 50.61 51.04
JEBIE 2 48933 65674 83551 116,169
(%) 3802  35.19 33.64 36.37
JEBILE 3 15207 20074 28242 27585
(%) 1182 10.76 11.37 8.64
JEBIE 4 8424 10068 10,853 12,602
(%) 6.55 5.39 4.37 3.95

MERNEHET. E-5NEENEEXSE

2001 2004 2007 2010
JEBILE 27,410 65480 46,347 60,793
(%) 4990  53.34 39.13 34.63
JEBILE?2 20,698 41,742 52249 75,699
(%) 37.68  34.00 44.12 4312
JEBILES3 5593 11,622 17,096 28,448
(%) 10.18 9.47 14.43 16.20
EBILE 4 1,224 3914 2,747 10,619
(%) 2.23 3.19 2.32 6.05
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% 8 HILL TW WIS mllin A iy O ERERDL « B i O — & 2 F RN

b B [F) J- ik

A S.D.
liE] 7 ¥ EERL () 600 163.77 361.89
it ANBE— ANH 72 0 Wil M) 631 447.57 1,603.61
St (M) 1132 12,584.65 25,027.65
AARIAT R T A 4K 1132 1.94 5.26
WPTITER T A 4K 1132 4.08 5.70

PR 7 2B D FHIk
BEARE Py S.D.

liE] 2 PEARL (T ) 284 42.33 108.66
8 NB— N7z 0 flifirE O ) 304 631.53 1,651.31
S A(M) 719 8,296.72  13,134.38
AAAT R H 4K 719 5.19 7.59
WPTTRERH AL 719 3.19 5.05

PR 72 2R E T

-

A P S.D.

liE] 2 i PEARL (T ) 131 31.18 71.71
8 NB— N7z 0 flifirE O M) 138 299.56 803.80
S A (M) 520 9,789.14 16,073.55
FAAT R K 520 9.41 9.03
WPTTRERH B 520 1.91 3.74
Fv AL KRR

AL ¥ S.D.
liE] 7 & PERL () 195 27.36 61.59
i NB— N7z 0 flifirE O M) 201 577.04 2,664.14
St A (M) 433 7,837.55  16,620.01
FAAT R 2K 433 8.53 10.07
WPTTRERH B 433 2.09 4.33
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