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Urban small busineses in the Inter-War Period:A case of Tokyo prefecture

Masayuki Tanimoto

Abstract

This paper explores the “indigenous development” process in the Inter-War period of
Japan. Typical indigenous development process can be seen in the development of rural
weaving industry before the World War . There functioned the production form besides
factory such as putting-out system based on the peasant’s sideline work. After the World War

, however, putting-out system in the weaving industry rapidly gave way to factory system
that equipped the power looms.

Contrastively, the industrial development in Tokyo during Inter-War period entailed
the increase of newly formed petty and small workshops. There functioned the
production system based on the complex transaction of merchants, factories, small
workshops and domestic works. Among these actors, small workshops that had a certain
level of skill for processing played a significant role to maintain this production system.
The reproduction of these skills was preserved by the quasi-apprentice system within the
workshops. Although the comparatively low wage in these workshops, the expectation to
start up the own workshop after trained in the workshop attracted the juveniles.

There existed the organizers (merchants) transferring market information to the
manufacturing spot on one hand, and the reproduction of low cost workshops preparing a
certain level of skills on the other hand. Being combined these two actors together and
utilized the favorable urban environment such as integration of related industries and
technologies, concentration of unskilled labour migrated from rural areas, the
non-factory production system, which got into the phase of decline in the countryside,
activated in urban areas after the World War
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1905 448,609 3,097 29.5 | 4455512 15 65.6

1909 486,936 4,944 23.0 | 481,992 14 66.9

1914 352,393 4,755 314 | 347,638 13 63.3

1919 555,725 6,834 40.8 [ 548,891 14 46.8

1923 266,145 8,747 35.7 [ 257,398 15

1932 149,090 | 10,202 28.6 | 138,888 15

1937 118,065 | 14,998 28.7 | 103,067 1.6

1905 767,423 | 91,279 676,144 574 88.1
1909 786,138 | 113,522 672,616 58.3 85.6
1914 610,777 | 149,331 461,446 584 75.6
1919 1,020,615 | 279,050 741,565 47.2 72.7
1923 687,742 | 312,066 375,676 54.6
1932 499,773 | 291,381 208,392 417
1937 597,307 | 430,880 166,427 27.9




2-
1920 1930 1935 1940
* 106,555 | 174,959 160,000 153,876
** 348,420 | 360,189 604973 894,350
34,228
454,975 | 535,148 | 764,973 it
12,295 6,331 6,041 13,000
111529 | 154,645 272,396 568,964
123,824 | 160,976 278437 581964
224,596 | 199,213 326,536 | 312,386
+ ( 331,151 | 374172 486,536 | 466,262
/ 728 69.9 63.6 44.5
TR B 1995418 | #HHHHHH
R #HHH 3,325,696 |#HHtHHH
100 146 170 194
100 115 124 131
/ 66.7 625 60.0 59.0
/ 349 30.0 383 46.8
/ 23.3 18.7 23.0 27.6
* 67.6 447
*x 63.6 436
64.5 439
1930 5 5 5
* 1920 1930 1940
*x 1920 + 1930 1940 +
*kk
1920 5
1930 35 5 5
+
1940
1930,40 1924
1935 1930 1940
1935 1930 1940 / 1935
23

1935

60

1908

1920

1924

(
1930

60,102

72,003

63,741

78,262

*k

116,231

221,435

170,000

156,901

176,333

293,438

233,741

235,163

10

37,150

67,574

81,452

67,492

92,156

74,933

102,427

79,081

153,861

139,983

102,508

64,745

95,067

54,474

139,183

225,864

+

211,986

166,249

143,007

158,808

132,736

770

722

711

60.8

NN

679

56.4

1930 5

5
1920
1921 1925
1908
1908 +

1919

1920 24
1920 24

1930
n

1930




1936/1930 1935/1930 |1940/1930
30 5

1449 1776 169.0
84.4 155.0 1674

185.6 246.6 198.9

236.4 218.8 458.1

224.3

1794

247.7

131.1 156.7 226.4

100.7 1224

108.5
939 101.3

1204

1179 2374

1113 1452 96.9
904 128.0 78.6
69.3 86.4
47.7 62.3 94.2

195.1 1755 279.1




7,000,000
N
6,000,000 |
@
O
0
5,000,000 o+
-
m
=
4,000,000 -

3,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

1910 1912 1914 1920 1922 1924 1926 1928 1930 1932 1934 1936 1938 1940



+

RAEBEOOORBEO

el L1 L1 1 1 1]

AN a5

NN R o E——

AN s

[ e e

[ T M M Y Y

[ e, e, %

o

100%
80%

1920 1922 1924 1926 1928 1930 1932 1934 1936 1938 1940

1910 1912 1914



5

1935

SRR DOEEO

AN

=1 |

=

=| I R |
Al |
=l

=l

0 ™

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

o N

=l
="l B |
=il |
o



45,000

40,000

35,000

30,000

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

15

#5




4 1932
82,508 | 449,053 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 17.7 28.1
100 1,378 2,304 17 0.5 0.3 0.1 26.9 65.0
100 16,396 | 33,819 19.9 7.5 8.6 13 17.4 70.6
500 18,262 | 48,858 22.1 10.9 15.8 2.8 16.3 67.6
1000 19,929 | 64,532 24.2 14.4 23.8 4.8 13.7 63.8
2000 16,389 | 72,013 19.9 16.0 27.0 9.7 11.8 52.7
5000 4903 | 33,139 5.9 74 10.7 7.3 10.2 37.8
1 3,665 | 48,509 44 10.8 9.7 153 135 20.4
5 641 | 17,505 0.8 3.9 17 6.4 135 9.6
10 663 | 45,991 0.8 10.2 14 19.2 31.2 29
50 282 | 82,383 0.3 18.3 0.9 33.0 25.4 1.0
5.44 1.14 0.29 4.02 1.74 0.56 1.07 0.06 035 024
100 1.67 1.00 0.32 0.35 0.05 0.03 0.15 0.08 0.00 | 0.03
100 2.06 1.09 0.28 0.69 0.13 0.02 0.44 0.05 0.00 | 0.05
500 2.68 116 0.33 119 0.25 0.04 0.75 0.05 0.00 | 0.09
1000 3.24 119 0.31 1.74 041 0.05 1.05 0.06 001| 0.16
2000 4.39 121 0.28 2.90 0.99 0.14 1.46 0.07 004 | 021
5000 6.76 117 0.20 5.38 248 0.34 1.95 0.08 022 | 0.30
1 13.24 1.01 0.15 12.08 6.58 1.36 2.34 0.12 098 | 0.69
5 27.31 0.82 0.12 26.37 15.83 3.14 2.46 0.07 361 | 125
10 69.37 0.36 0.04 68.97 34.23 20.68 1.88 0.13 897 | 3.06
50 292.14 0.35 0.13 291.66 153.59 68.56 2.84 0.06 52.62 | 13.99

1934




1932

5000 5000 5000 5000 100 100 500 1000 2000 5000
87.7 49.3 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
93.0 73.8 29.7 28.7 53.2 38.6 32.1 25.7 21.0
87.5 69.5 20.0 18.8 3.1 8.0 17.9 26.0 28.3
80.7 30.7 117 12.1 6.2 9.2 117 12.4 14.0
87.2 48.8 10.5 10.5 134 13.6 10.6 8.8 91
93.3 78.3 10.2 91 13.0 14.7 10.8 8.5 6.9
89.6 38.5 9.4 10.3 6.2 10.3 9.8 9.5 8.0
79.0 33.7 4.9 5.8 0.8 2.0 3.6 6.0 8.3
70.4 22.6 2.8 3.6 3.5 2.7 2.6 2.6 3.6
73.8 29.5 0.8 11 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.6 10
16.7 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1934




100 16.2 280.6 23.2 29 0.02
100 12.6 398.4 96.2 | 1,465 0.09
500 14.1 569.1 1730 | 4,277 0.23
1000 15.7 833.2 288.0 | 7,904 0.40
2000 19.6 1,565.0 459.8 | 9,696 0.59
5000 26.4 28714 653.1 | 3,954 0.81
1 339 8,086.1 1,024.8 | 4,697 1.28
5 445 21,354.6 15915 | 1978 3.09
10 554 63,979.6 18443 | 4,959 7.48
50 504 525218.1 7,098.0 | 15,647 55.49

1934




100 100 500 1000 2000 5000 1 5 10 50

64.7 50.4 34.6 253 20.6 117 10.9 8.5 15.8 3.6
79.5 87.3 71.2 55.1 47.1 49.9 51.7 46.4 48.7 24.3
74.3 70.1 53.7 42.0 34.9 27.3 24.9 18.0 22.1 6.3
45.9 50.9 54.6 52.9 524 56.9 65.2 75.7 81.3 85.5
48.3 711 58.5 415 34.6 10.8 8.8 104 35.0 3.3
49.8 53.8 42.3 33.2 195 6.7 17.0 105 7.0 18.2
53.7 54.5 40.9 34.9 30.2 18.8 101 143 10.9 8.4
83.2 53.9 46.1 157 10.1 55 214 5.6 4.8 0.0
66.1 39.1 26.6 183 10.9 5.9 5.6 3.0 6.6 12
55.3 46.1 34.3 27.4 185 15.2 152 126 8.7 4.9

0.0 78.7 76.9 62.3 71.7 59.1 55.1 405 427 3.0

2.6 3.2 21 1.9 24 3.0 2.0 1.9 4.6 0.5
76.0 89.7 46.9 79.1 23.3 18.2 13.0 2.9 9.1 0.6

5.9 9.0 118 15.2 27.1 34.2 47.0 53.3 64.6 76.9
21.2 237 24.2 35.6 514 64.2 75.4 76.8 87.5 82.5
21.2 23.7 24.2 35.6 514 64.2 75.4 76.8 87.5 82.5
44.4 31.7 37.4 58.5 62.5 64.9 87.7 93.3 50.0 60.0
18.8 33.8 50.3 66.9 73.7 80.6 90.4 93.3 95.2 95.7
70.9 76.7 82.5 82.1 78.5 73.4 70.3 77.8 61.5 100.0

9.1 10.9 9.9 9.4 10.3 15.6 165 214 33.3 65.0
88.4 87.9 74.4 56.0 44.1 43.6 56.1 73.3 83.0 95.8
51.7 57.9 65.5 22.7 72.8 755 75.9 79.2 82.1 91.7

1934
/
54.6 1000




3655 38.7 11 133 0.9 46.0 57.2 531 587

285 154 18 11.2 0.7 70.9 33.3 281 | 818

893 40.5 0.8 125 1.0 45.1 58.3 542 | 576
1091 34.6 12 16.9 14 45.9 57.5 533 | 619

75 22.7 2.7 9.3 0.0 65.3 453 347 | 720

357 41.7 11 6.2 0.6 50.4 52.4 493 | 56.9

365 58.9 11 145 0.5 24.9 745 748 | 38.6

156 38.5 0.6 23.1 0.0 37.8 66.0 545 | 577

49 75.5 0.0 143 0.0 10.2 83.7 857 | 224

384 39.8 13 8.6 0.8 49.5 54.7 500 | 583

4.4 2.1 2.3 197 3.7 4.2 4.4 0.2 73] 61, 28 12 0.0 0.0 21
3.3 0.9 24 13.0 14 47 6.5 0.0 04) 75| 10 1.9 0.0 0.0 4.6
3.6 17 2.0 105 4.2 3.2 11 0.1 19] 63| 42 1.0 0.0 0.1 11
53 2.7 2.6 12.0 41 34 3.8 0.1 06) 57| 34 0.8 0.0 0.0 15
5.0 43 0.7 17.8 0.7 15.0 17 0.0 04) 41| 14 18 0.0 0.0 0.9
51 2.3 2.8 24.6 6.1 6.8 10.7 0.1 08) 37| 13 16 0.0 0.0 0.8
3.9 17 2.2 10.0 21 2.8 2.0 0.2 29| 75| 25 15 0.0 0.2 3.4
3.7 11 2.6 138.0 3.3 0.6 3.0 0711304134 19 15 0.0 0.4 9.7
4.2 23 20 80.1 2.8 24.2 48.6 0.1 45| 15| 08 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0
4.4 1.9 25 133 2.9 4.8 2.3 0.0 32 471 19 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.9

1936




1,236 100.0
507 41.0
392 317
207 16.7
130 10.5
10 1936
1236 3022 24
54 114 2.1
122 348 2.9
106 320 3.0
48 140 2.9
4 6 15
5 5 1.0
112 401 3.6
28 58 2.1
16 50 3.1
18 30 1.7
20 32 16
7 11 16
33 44 13
6 9 15
15 18 12
102 224 2.2
14 72 5.1
5 54 10.8
11 23 2.1
13 13 1.0
28 79 2.8
59 141 24
160 380 24
26 86 3.3
10 68 6.8
214 296 14

1937

1937



11 1935
|

235 2.2 68.0 14 08 41
284 6.3 54.7 32 11 6.3
22.6 1.0 722 04 08 3.1
18.5 24 738 08 10 3.5
14.7 118 735 00 00 0.0
214 11 66.3 37, 00 7.5
279 2.6 63.2 11| 15 3.7
33.0 0.0 61.2 00 00 5.8
43.9 0.0 415 49| 00 9.8
27.1 2.9 619 33 10 3.8
12.8 45 72.3 221 10 7.2
16.3 6.3 58.8 63| 13 113
11.2 25 779 08 19 5.8
117 4.6 75.7 19| 05 55
7.7 115 80.8 00 00 0.0
8.0 2.3 75.0 45| 00 10.2
13.2 95 659 11] 18 8.4
28.2 12 56.5 24| 0.0 11.8
333 48 47.6 24| 0.0 11.9
12.5 3.6 70.8 471 10 7.3
11.2 13.8 69.2 03 07 4.7
17.6 18.0 56.7 09 04 6.4
12.3 119 69.3 02 08 5.6
9.9 7.7 78.1 04 04 34
3.7 13.0 815 00 00 19
54 31.0 571 00 20 44
135 14.2 66.7 00 21 3.5
111 11 744 11 11 111
36.4 0.0 545 00 00 9.1
10.7 219 63.8 00 00 3.6

1936




1935

14 15-20 21-30 31-50 51
12 612 2,769 921 70 4,384
326 6,689 1,739 29 2 8,785
30 461 1,230 4,024 818 6,563
47 823 274 29 7 1,180
415 8,585 6,012 5,003 897 | 20912
19 648 316 130 19 1,132
35 1,709 102 5 1,851
18 213 460 951 123 1,765
17 375 87 21 3 503
89 2,945 965 1,107 145 5,251
14 15-20 21-30 31-50 51
0.0 2.3 10.6 35 0.3 16.8
12 25.6 6.6 0.1 0.0 33.6
0.1 18 4.7 154 3.1 251
0.2 3.1 10 0.1 0.0 45
16 32.8 23.0 19.1 34 79.9
0.1 25 12 05 0.1 43
0.1 6.5 04 0.0 0.0 7.1
0.1 0.8 18 3.6 0.5 6.7
0.1 14 0.3 0.1 0.0 19
0.3 113 3.7 4.2 0.6 20.1




15 1 3 6 1 2 5 10 |10 -
0.9 5.3 4.7 5.2 34| 51 54 | 49.6 19.8 0.7
2.6 18 70| 09 18] 35| 88| 553 158 2.6
0.6 49| 101 8.3 7.2 8.3 55| 46.3 8.9
0.9 15.6 78| 122 2.8 6.6 88| 29.1 15.9 0.3
14 0.7 0.7 64| 36| 579 27.9 14
16.7 16.7 66.7
20.0 | 20.0 40.0 20.0
3.2 20| 07 15| 02 25 7.0 | 638 18.7 0.2
17 17 3.4 86 | 67.2 17.2
8.0 20 6.0 20| 100 | 640 8.0
100 | 33 3.3 3.3 6.7 3.3 | 633 6.7
3.1 6.3 94| 31 6.3 | 500 21.9
9.1 9.1 91| 727
2.3 6.8 23| 727 15.9
333 | 333 ] 333
5.6 5.6 5.6 61.1 22.2
0.9 0.9 04| 451 50.4 2.2
14 14 42| 431 431 6.9
19 3.7 19| 444 | 481
43 13.0| 87| 478 26.1
7.7 | 154 7.7 | 538 154
13 13 38| 253 5.1 51| 481 10.1
21 8.5 64| 43 57| 113 50| 489 7.1 0.7
108 | 34| 34 18 5.0 71| 582 10.3
12 2.3 58| 395 512
15| 412 57.4
6.1 145 155 6.4 7.1 24 |1 395 8.4




14 1935
1-10 11 -1 6 1 2
5,777 2,923 1,317 190 240 290 112 118 587
100.0 50.6 22.8 3.3 4.2 5.0 1.9 2.0 10.2
1936
15
( ( (
1 1,646 55.1 2,434 81.4
14 501 16.8 402 134
83 382 12.8 86 29
302 284 95 15 0.5
633 24 0.8 53 18
830 3 0.1
816 2 0.1
125 148 4.9
98
88

2,990




16 1935

5 0.1 91 6.0

15 0.3 1769 116.1

44 0.8 816 535

1 0.0 200 13.1

0 0.0 5 0.3

2 0.0 174 114

2 0.0 3 0.2

9 0.2 1051 69.0

5699 100.0 1524 100.0

S777 1014 5633 369.6

1936
16

1524
546
356
268
237
133
125
107
104
89
80
75
72
61
61
61
59
56
52
182
4066

1936
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05 05
) I( ) ( (
100 160.8 172.6 13.9 105 24.0 355
100 2315 262.5 30.6 22.3 15.6 24.1
500 240.7 283.2 374 25.1 173 26.1
1000 299.3 361.2 55.3 37.0 195 28.6
2000 363.6 4403 82.5 55.4 235 319
5000 532.6 626.9 180.4 131.0 29.3 36.1
1 707.9 780.6 406.6 350.9 40.5 452
5 8733 9158 | 1,099.5 1,168.8 47.6 50.0
10 11125 11289 | 3,993.8 9,954.5 52.1 52.8
50 1516.2 1,523.8 | 36,235.8 75,692.6 66.9 67.3
2000 100
100 442 39.2 16.9 19.0 102.1 1114
100 63.7 59.6 37.1 40.3 66.4 75.5
500 66.2 64.3 453 454 73.5 81.8
1000 82.3 82.0 67.0 66.8 82.9 89.6
2000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
5000 146.5 1424 218.6 236.5 124.8 1133
1 194.7 177.3 492.6 633.7 172.7 141.6
5 240.2 2080 | 1,332.2 2,110.8 202.6 156.7
10 306.0 256.4 | 4,839.2 17,978.0 2217 165.7
50 417.0 346.0 | 43,906.1 136,702.3 285.1 211.0
1934

8%

x0 08
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100 100 500 1000 2000
200 2 5 9 11
200
190 3 1
180 2 8
170 4 7
160 1 1 1 4
150 1 8
140 1 3 7
130 1 4 15
120 2 1 5 12
110 3 6 21
100 1 1 3 9 20
90 3 2 13 24
80 8 7 20 35
70 1 6 9 34 23
60 1 10 28 40 21
50 4 28 49 44 12
40 10 67 72 30 10
30 28 68 29 16 8
20 35 28 22 4 3
10 31 22 14 13 12
113 249 245 258 262
50 44 14.5 241 58.5 82.8 |(%)
70 2.7 8.0 9.0 29.8 66.0 |(%)
100 18 3.2 41 13.6 35.9 (%)
150 0.9 0.8 24 74 11.8 |(%)
17.2 32.8 446 65.8 91.4 |(
16.8 243 49.9 56.1 63.4 |(
13.9 30.6 374 55.3 82.5 |(

1934
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/ /
) [1935/32 ) [1935/32
1932|100 1,378 13.9 133 1.97 444 28.8 724 18.9
1935|100 37 379 2724 24.0 180.6 1.67 65.0 26.9 54.2 23.2
1932|500 18,262 374 173 2.68 67.6 16.3 344 173.0
1935|500 313 49.6 1325 20.5 118.6 2.97 422 144 58.1 96.0
1932/1000 19,929 55.3 195 3.24 63.8 13.7 244 288.0
1935|1000 816 72.6 131.2 24.1 124.0 4.04 426 111 39.5 263.7
1932|2000 16,389 82.5 235 4.39 52.7 118 193 459.8
1935|2000 912 1015 123.0 21.5 117.2 5.03 40.2 8.3 30.4 457.8
1932|5000 4,903 180.4 29.3 6.76 37.8 10.2 16.8 653.1
1935/5000 394 174.2 96.6 31.9 109.0 6.81 34.7 7.3 17.0 729.1
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30
1920 30 1930 40 1930 36

1920 30 1930

15 19 119.7 154914 18 2443 2030 342.0 4455 321.0
20 24 108.1 130519 23 1435 920 223.0 2345 1463
25 29 86.6 1114 )24 28 988 740 1490 1277 905
30 34 81.6 104629 33 899 79.0 1230 1076 87.7
35 39 74.8 100.6 |34 38 854 710 1090 990 86.3
40 44 66.0 922139 43 781 570 930 867 754
45 49 53.3 77.0 |44 48 646 420 760 692 641
50 54 37.8 56.0 149 53 409 230 470 587 281
55 59 257 38.6 )54 58 213 210 260 232 9.8




1939

1,199

691

400

70

210

56

248

51

2,990

482

217

42

128

37

173

24

1,207

13

33

1,098

203

180

28

80

18

72

26

1,750

950

990

597

265

188

2,990




